Hermitage Reserve

Hermitage reserve received the most feedback of all of the twelve subject parks with 46 survey
responses — nearly double that of the next most popular reserve. The reserve is used most heavily by
children and their carers with 87% of the respondents reporting this usage pattern.

How do you currently use DO YOU SUPPORT THE
Hermitage St Reserve? PROPOSED CHANGES?
With children M Supportive Unsupportive M Unsure

Walking track =

%

Walking dogs m

Don'tuse m

0 10 20 30 40 50

There was a high degree of support for the improvements initiative, but a very low level of support
for the proposed changes with 72% reporting that they were dissatisfied with the proposed
outcome.

There was divided opinion on several key issues including:

= Removal of the existing play equipment.
=  Moving the playspace from its current location (proximity to the road)
= Adding perimeter fences to the playspace or using barriers (planting, partial fencing etc).

There was concern expressed around:

= removing existing swings

= |ack of sufficient swings and sliding activities

= |ack of activities for a diverse age group of users

= Jack of activities for older children.

= removing the playspace before a new one could be installed (down time)

= the appropriateness of nature play only for this location (nearby one on Hocking Ave is not
well used)

Many expressed a desire for more information around:

= what new equipment/nature play was proposed
= safety of users given proximity of playspace to the road
= accessibility of play equipment proposed.

Proposed changes
There are many changes proposed for the design outcome for Hermitage Street Reserve with the
following receiving the most support:

=  More and better play equipment

= |ncluding formal equipment as well as nature play

® |ncluding sliding and swinging

= |ncluding activities for a varied age group and older children
=  More seating

=  More shade

= Provision of a toilet.



Proposed Change Hermitage Reserve | Support Action / Comment

Play
Accessible/all abilities play must be
included 1
i\ctive play / Specific piece of equipment ]
Barrier/Fence btwn playspace and road
should be included 7
More and better play equipment 43
Nature play alone is not sufficient 16
Retain existing play equipment 20
Include something for older kids 10
Swings and slides must be included 8
INfrastructure Through design review, co-design and additional
engagement recommended.
Better Vegetation Maintenance 1
Bridge over the creek on south side of
Hocking Ave 1
Dog park 1
Drainage should be included 1
More infrastructure (BBQ, bins) 2
More seating / picnic table / shelter 6
Outdoor exercise 1
Toilet/ Eco Toilet 6
Upgraded walking track 1

*Ga Ga Ball pit, Pump Track, Rock Wall, Sand Pit, Zip Line, Basketball

Recommendations for Hermitage Avenue Reserve

Hermitage Avenue Reserve is a new reserve created as part of new housing development in the
area. Community feedback strongly indicates that there is a greater need present than the
proposed upgrades will address. Pressure on this reserve is generated through development and
increased population that comes with it, it is appropriate to increase the budget from this reserve
from the Open Space Contribution fund provided by developers as part of the planning process.

Given the usage of the reserve is heavily weighted toward children and the high degree of
dissatisfaction with the proposed changes, the design of this reserve will be reviewed and additional
engagement undertaken.

Therefore, it is recommended that before proceeding to implementation, Council:

=  Abandon the proposed design for Hermitage Avenue Reserve

= |ncrease the implementation budget using Open Space Contributions

= Revise the delivery timeline for Hermitage Avenue Reserve

= Review classification of the park as local or neighbourhood

= Consider acquisition of additional open space in the area to service the need



Actions

Undertake a collaborative design process for the reserve with a focus on increasing provision
of amenity, play offerings, active play, habitat, shade and accessibility

Using MySay and letter drops, invite the community to a collaborative design workshop. In
this workshop be very clear what the scope of works is and identify clear negotiable and
non-negotiable outcomes (what types of infrastructure is possible, what can’t change etc)
Redesign the reserve in line with community engagement where possible

Undertake a second formal round of feedback on the new design using MySay with the goal
of obtaining 80% support for the changes

Proceed to tender and implementation.

Progress to a collaborative design process focusing on improvements to play, accessibility
and amenity.

Throughout engagement, be very transparent about the scale and scope of improvements
possible.

Undertake a second formal round of feedback on the new design using MySay with the goal
of obtaining 80% support for the changes.

Proceed to tender and implementation.



